


THE BOOK OF PHILEMON
by Hoy C. Deaver

Author? The Holy Spirit. :
Thoe writer? Paul.
Written from? FRome, vwhere Pzul was a prisonsr.
Written to:  Philemon, principally.
Written when? 62 a.d. One of the fouy prison epistles (Ephesians, Philipp-
lang, Colossians, and Philemond .
Written Whny? Onesimus was & slave, balonging to Philamon, of Colossae.
tnesimus had ron avay, had made his way to Rome, and had come in contact with
the apostle Paul. Through Paul, Onesimus had become a Christian. Paul had
some to have deep regard for this man, and wanted to keep him with him, but
would not do so without the consent of Philemon. Paul sent Onesimus back €0
Philemon, in company with Tychlcus, and alsc wrote a speclial letter in his
behalf. Pavl asked Philemon to receive him Yas a brether,” and expressed
confidence that Philemon would do even more than this. Paul wrote o request

2 Chrizstian reception for Gnesimus.



SERLETON OUTLINE OF PUHILIEMON
PURPOSE: To reguest a Christisn reception for Onesimus; to bring about genuiix

kY

esconceiliation between Philemon and Unesimus.

I. IDvpresses hls appreciation for Philemon {verses 1-10}, and

a Christian reception (verses 10-25}).

BRIEY CQUTLINDG QF PHILEMON

YT,
Ix,
iv.,
. ¥nown His request, 17-20;

Vi. fwprosses confidence that Phileron would do even more than reguested, 21

VY. PExpresses confidence that he would gshorsly visit Philewon, 22

TIFT.  Bends geeetings from those with him, 23, 24

¥H. Rupreszes a closing praver, 28,

The Salutetion, verses 1-3.
1, Poul refers to the 5@Qrce of the letter.
(1} Panul,. a prigoner of Christ Jemus; and
(2} Timothy, our brother.
{3y Cf. Phil, lel; Col. L:l.
Z. Paul spzcifies those addresged:
{11 'fo Philembpe—
A. "Our bealoved";

B. “Our fellow-worker.”



2. Contlinued.
{2} To Apphig--
&. "Our siaterY;
B. Probably the wife of Philamon.

{3} To Archippus--

. "Our fellow-soldier™:
B. Probably the son of Philerson amd Bophis.
O, Congidez: Col. 4¢317.
47 "o the church in thy housa®e-
4. Hote that & chureh met fun the house of Philemons

&

8. Hobte alszo: Onesivas belonged to Philewmsn  Oneslmus was of Colosssae,
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- Paul expresses the zslubatory praver.

those address-
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{1} Paul prave Golts faver and
od.
{2} This favwor end pesce would come from God the Father, 2nd fyom the Lord
Jegus Christ.
4, OUbservations:

..

{1} Poilemon and biz famlly weve evidently people of considersble moterisl
meang, and were uveing thelr wmesns to the glory of God.
{2} These had become Christlanz and weze asuxiocus to extend the guspal wessage

o others,
(3} Philewon, like Lydie, was generous, and ssch provided a wmeeting place
for the chuzeh.

{4} We ghouwl® zliways be cop @3 ehout God's faver, and ite consegquent
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"I thank my God. . ." verses 4,5.
1. Paul mentions his thanks for Philemon.
2. He states that he “always" expressed hlz thanks.
3. He states that he always expressed his thanks to God.
4. He states that he expressed his thasks in his prayers.
5. Paul mentions that he was ever thankful for Philemon because of the love and
faith which he had and which he had manifested--
(1} Toward the Lord, and
(2) Toward all the saints.
&. Observations:
{1} Pavl always had and expressed appreciation for faithful Christians,
{2) Paul "slways” mentioned many individusle and congregations in his pravers.

{3) Christians must bs characterized by genuine hrotherly love.

A et AiaSE

"o . Lthat. . " verse 6.

1. Paul mentions the “request” alement of his pravers for Philemon.

2. He prayed that the “sharing™ of Phileron's faith (his manifesting it) would
prorote the knowledge of all the good to be had in Christ.

3. Obmexvations:
(1} The Christian's falth must be shared--by word and by deed.
(2) Phileman was practlicing what the Lord taught. He was exarting propay

Chriztian influence. COFf. Mb, 5:16,

Yo o Lioy and comfort. . .Y verse 7.
1. Paul mentions that he had found great joy and comfort in Philemon's love.

2. This was the case because Philemon’s love was so wonderfully manifested to

ot here,

3. hnd this was the case because Philemon's love had refreshed the hearts of the

eainta.



4., Chrervations:

i

€1§.The‘ﬁhrigtian*§ life i a 1ife to shave with others.
€2} It muzt be a delight to God Himself when a Christiane—
A. HManifests proper concern For all men:
B. Refreshes the hearts of the saints,

"o..¥ rather besesach thee..." verses 8~10,
L. Paul mentions that his authority “in Chrisit® would enable him o command
Philemon to do that which was proper
2. He states however that the course of love dictatad-~
{1} That he not command, but
{2} that he rather "beseech” Philewon.
3. He, therefore, beseechss Philemon age-
{1} Paul the aged;
§2} Paul, & prisoner of Christ Jesus.
4. He besesches Philemon in behal? of a certaln ope--—
{1} ¥ity chils

£2Y "Whom I have hegotten bonds®;
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{31 Bven “Onesimusz,”
L. Chservations
(1} Paul had acthority to command. He was an apostle of the Christ, an am~
sssador of the King. What he did coamand and teach must be heeded,
{2) Paul was cautious in the exercise of asuthority. It is easy for one to
abuse authority. Authority inherently involves the responsibility o use

that authority according to God's will.

Paul was loving and humble. He often used the word "besesch®~a term
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denoting love and hundlitv.



5. Continued,
(4} Paul's qreaé love, consideration, humanity (Christianity} is shown in his
anxiety to plead the cause of another--to help someone else. CF, Gal, 6:10.
(5) Rs Onesimus had Paul te plead his cause, we have the Christ Himself to

plead in our behalf, Cf. 1 Ino. 2:1.

s e

Onasimuz, verses 10-14.

«+ Paul beseeches Philemon in behalf of Onesimus.

2. He calls Onesimus his “chilg."

3. He wentiong tha+ he had converted Onesmimus while he i?aul} was & prisoner,

4. lie mentions that Onesimus was once “unprofitable” to Philemon, but that now he
was “profitalle” b@tth

{1, To Philemon, and
{2} To Paul.
ROTE: Thiz is a play on the TILTE “Gn@aimaé;" which means "helpful, profitette -
able.”

5. Paul states--

{1} “hat he was sending Onesimus back, and

gé

2} at in doing so he was sending his own heart...

-y

¢. de erphagizes that he wanted to keep Onesimuz with hime-
{1) That he (Onesimus) might minister to him (Paul) in behalf of Philemon, but
{2} That he would not do so without the consent of Philemon=-in ordey that the
"gocdness” of Philemon would be of "free will" and not of "necessity "
7. Cbeervations:
{1} Onesimus is another avidence of Paul's unceasing labors. Even while a
pPrisoner Paul continued to teach, and hisg labors were rewarded. We must
hever cease to teach and to preach the gospel. &nd, our labors will not

be in vain ( I Cor. 15:58).



Continuved.
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Though Onesimus was his spilritual child, Onesimus 4id not osll him “Father
Paul.” %he Corinthian brethren did not call him “Farmer Paul®” (1 Cor. 3:9
or "Builder Paul” (I Cor. 3:10ff). fThe Thessalonian brethren did not call

Ly

him "Nurse Paol® {1 Thess., 2:7).

onversion changes one from the "wnproficable ledger to
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The case of Onezimus ghows that conversion demands restitution {restoring,

P h VR o G o] e phpas o b B g e 7 i K4 v, 2 gy o
making things rioht} go far as iz vossible.
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Fom. 12:17. He did not we

aul was concerned about doing all things honorabily.
£

“of necezsity® belp from ¥

“free will” assistance. Sod has the same athitude toward ouwr giving, CF.

1

“Goodness® is not only an atetribute, but a work or wowks., Philemonts
¥

“

Lo Paul through Onesimug would have been Philemon's “goodnesg?

B
.

"perhaps" Onesimus was “parted” €rom Philemon "for a

b2

at Fhilewon might have him “for sver”--no longer as a zex-

t only, but as a beloved brothsr.

-

his return, Onesimus would be a "servant.” but much more than a servan'.

He would be a "brother”—-



3. Continued.

{1} Peculiariy dear to Paul, and

{2} Even dearer to Philemon-~-both
&. Bs a servant, and
B. Bs a fellow-Christian.

4. Observations:

{1} Thisz is & marvelous reference to God's providence, for if what Paul here
Bays wersz not even poseible, then there would be no point to the statament
whatsoever. Hence, the passage showge~
A. The fact of God's proWidence;

B. Paul’s belisf in God's profidence;
C. How God can and does work through men and thelr affaivs.
{2} Note the egualizing influence of the gogpel of Christ. The some mossagse

goes o sil. A1l atand alike before God. All Christlians are “brethren.”

¥ werse 17.

Y. xaceive him. ..

1. Yhis iz a key portion of the book: Paul regussts a Chylstian reception for
Oneelmus,

2. Pavl zays to Philemon: "If thevefore vou regaxd me as a partner, recelve him
tOnegimen) az vou would receive ns."

3. Chservetions:
How Philewon recelved Onseimus would be clear evidence of his attitude toward

Paul. Just zo, our yeastions to the lord's instructiong are ¢lear evidence of

sur attitode towsrd Him. ©€F. 1 Jro. 5:3; JIno. 14:15.

¥.o..put that to mine account...” verse 18,

1. Paul allowvs the poseibility that Onesimus had “wronged” Philemon, or Yowed®

him gomething.
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2. The “if" construction {(in the Gresk New Testament) indlcates the reality of

the situstion. The extent of the wrong would probably depend in greal weagure
upon Philemor'’s attituds and reckondng--the Ioss end the cost which the “run

away® end absence had accasloned.

3. Paul save: "if thisz be the case, charge 1t to ma.
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{1} Put hat to pine aocounts
{2} I write it with wmins own hand:

{3} T will repay it.

& the cauvge of Onesiwmus, snd was willing to take the dabt o7
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Onesimes~-iust 80 the Christ pleads our cause, and took our debi.

,..-
Trear

wanted complete and perfact fellowship betwean Philewon and

eatance on the part of Oneslmng, and foir-

fe muast be willing and anmious Lo

N - £t Y s Y
wen thine own self... " verse 18,
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sinked] reminder that Philewon hilwself owed hieself
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1. Paul gives z gant

2., This yefers to the Ffaotr that Paul had converted Philemon, probebly wiile in
Fohesus .

3. Chaarvation:

b

Wo aroe--in & special way--indebted to those who tavght us the truth and led

us oy the Christ.
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Tpaphras, verse 23.
l. Paul sends the greetings of Epavhras,
2. He calls Epephras "my fellow-prisionsr in Chrisée.”

3, Cf. Col. 1:7; €Col. 4:12.

Bersiecisans,

“o.oouty fellow-workers..® verse 24.
i. Paul mf&m v Mark, &g Aristerehng, “Demms, Qid Sake. é}iﬁ* walls thesehis
"fellow-workers,®

2. CF, nl. 4:10,14.

Concleding prayer, verss 25,
l. Pavl praye the Lord's grace o be uwon Fhilsmon.

Z. This iz common in Pavl'e conclusions.

BUMMBRY OF THE BOOK OF PHILEMON

In the salutation Paul identifies himself as the writer, gspecifise those
addressed, and expresses the salutatory prayer. Paul mentions the “thanksgiving
element” in his prayers for Philewsn, and then refers to the “regquest element,
H@ r&fﬁxg to hig ggﬁ&t J@y &ﬂ@ ﬁ@&f@xﬁ Hileh he f@and in Fhilewon®s lova, Fole
lawing tg; COGLED dxat&t s &y 1@@@ ?aul h@@@ughﬁ ?bilemﬁn in behalf of Onesimus.
He explaing in detail his feelings ashout and concern for Onesimus. He makes
special reference to God's profidence in connection with Onesisus, and pleads
with Philemon to "receive him.® Paul accepts to himself any indebtedness which -
Onesimus had ¢o Philemon. He gently reminds Philemon of his (Philemen's} own
spiritual indebtedness to him. He makes another strong appeal for Philemon to
do &8 raquested, expresses confidence that Philemon will do even more, and states
that he expected to visit Philemon shortly. He sends greetings from Bpaphras,

mekes particular mention of his "fellow-workers," and espresses a concluding

praver.
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ADDITIONAL LESSONS PROM PHILEMON
The honorableness of Paul iz clearly reflected. In Rom. 12:17 Paul enioins:
"Take thought for things honoxable in the alght of all mwen.® In 2 Cox. 8:20,
21 he says: "...avoiding this, that aﬂy‘mmn ghould blame us in the matter of
this bounty which i2 ministered by ug: for we take thought for things honor-
able, not only in the sight of the Lord, but alse in the sight of men." He
desired to keep Onesimus with him, but would rot do so without the consent of
Philemon. PFaul would not seek to exert undue pressure upon Philemon.
One of the great lessons get out in thie book ig the fact that repentance de-
pancls restitution {(meking things right) so far as is possible for things to be
mede right. Onesimue, a slave, had gun away from Philemon, his master, He
had lssrned the gospel, and had bacome a Chxiﬁ%i&ma His genvine repsntance
would compel him to go home--to go back to his master and to make things vright

with him.

- The book of Philemon makes refersnce to the Bible doctrine of the providence

of God. Paul says: "Por perhaps he was therefore parted from thee for a
senaon, that thou shouldest have him for aver....® The statement fs similar +
e that of Mordecal, recorddd in Esther 4:14--"...and who knoweth vhether
thou art coms Lo the kinodom for zuch a time &ﬁ‘thiﬁ?“

In the book of Philemon we learn something about how the aoapel of Christ
dealt with the problem of slavery (which practice was characteristic of the
Poman Bupire). The gospel did not demand immediately that all the slaves ba
set free. Such would have precipitated even greater pesrsscution. It aid =zet
frem. Such would have preciplitated even greater persecution. It éid set out
the sacred principles for both masters and slaves which--when and vhere sppls
ied--would bring slavery to an end. Where men do unto others as they would
have others & unto them thers can be no slavery.

The man Philemon stends as a wonderful example (1) in Chrietlan gtewardship,
{2} in concern for the church, (3) in brotherly love, and (4) in Christian

influenas., Hiz vonderful love and falth were (1) toward the Lord Jeasus, and
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{2} toward all the saints.
Paul wrete to Philemon, in behalf of Onesimus. Az Onesimus had another (Paul)
to plead his cause, just zo we have another (the Chriit) {o plead a&z cBuSe.
John gays: "And ;f any man 8in, we have an Advocate with the Pathsr, Jesus
Christ the righteous: and he iz the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours
only, but alss for the whole world® (1 Jro. 2:1,2). The word “Advweate” is the
translation of the Greek paraklatos, which méana the one who iz called %o
stand by our side, and to plead our csuse-~the Counsel for the Defense.
Philemon and Onesimus ave exemplary in reconciliation. On the part of Onesi-
wre raconclliation would demand smincere repentance. On the part of Philemon,
reconciliation would demand genuine forgiveness., The very theme of the Bible
is reconsciliation--Raconciliastion between God and man. God has worked out and
has provided the sacred plan by which this reconciliation iz possible. God is
willing and anxicus to forgive. And, He commands all men evervywhere o s, -,
“repent® (Acts 17:30)}. God has done His part; men wust do his.
This ;etter tesches ug much about genuine Chri@tian love, compassion, and con=
cexn for others. Thoubh Paul was in extremely difficult circumstances himegelf,
he was still thinking of others, and was stlll working constantly in behalf of
others. In a very special and very loving way he¢ was anxious to help his

friend and fellow-Christlian, Onesimus.

cPaul sald to Philemon, about Onesismus: "But if he hath wronged thee at all, or

owath thee aught, put that to mine account; I Paul write it with mine own hawnd,
I will zepay it: that I say not unto thee that thou owest to ms even thine own
self begides™ (Phile. 18,19). In & sense, Onesimus sywbolizes all men. A1l
men--because of their sins-~have wronged the one to whom they belong. ALYl men
owe a debt to God which they cannot pay. Like Paul, ocur Lord gald: "Put that
debt on my account! Y will take care of it." The lord will take the debt of
zach and every one who will belleve upon Him Aﬂ& obey His will. He will mske

poseible conplete reconciliation,






